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infflTED staubs district court 

FOR THE DISTSICT OF COLUMBIA 



AKIACHAKNATRi'E COMIi/tUNITY, 



I'laintifif!!, 



DEPARTMENT OF 'Tm INTERIOR, 



Civil Action No. l;06-ov-0969 (RWR) 



AFFIDAVIT OF JOE ALEXI 



) 

)SS 



STAUi OF ALASKA, 

FIRST JUDICLia DISTRICT ) 

Joe AlexJ, first dtJly swcirn, deposes atid says: 

L I am the President f« the TuliAsate Native Conraiunity, one of the plaintiffg m 

this action, 

2. The Tuluksiak Native CoiMnuiiity is comprised of some 300-400 tribal 
membeiB who live in an isolated rural conanunity approximately 35 miles northeast of 
Betliel in Western Alaska. The; commmiity is located on the south bsnk of the Tuluksak 
River vAere it meets the Kuskokwim River. Tuluksak can be reached only by air an.d 
water. 

1. In 1983, the Society irf the United BreHasB. for Propagating Gospel Among the 
Heathen, quit-claim deeded a i;ract of lamd that had once been known as the Moravian 
Mission Reserve to the City of Tuluksak. In 1997, lands owned by the City of Muksak 
were than transferred to the Tuluksak Native Community when the City dissolved. Part 
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of those lands have Ijeen used to build badly needed housing. The remaining parcel has 
speciail historic significance :l;or oui tijbe- As such, the Tuluksak Native Commraity 
wishes to know whetlter there could be an option to place at least part of the land in trust, 
4. We irecognize that Ihe 1997 agreement with the State of Alaska under which 
the lands were conveyed to U3 states that "tfis Agreement does not constitute recognition 
of 'Intiian Country' with resjuect to real property conveyed under this Agreement and 
Attchiaent A, and tlie Tuluksgk IRA Council agrees not to assert that this paiticulat real 
proper:tjf is 'Indian country'," We lagtee that fee neither the Agreement nor the 
convc3«inoe constituted recogtiition of 'Indism Country' and we have not asserted that it 
did, nor have we asserted fha.t the lands themselves are "Indian country." We don't have 
a position on whether it would be necessary to negotiate an amendment to the agreement 
in order to request tlisit the lands be taken into trust; another provision of the agreement 
notes that either parly may seek amendments to the Agreement at any time, which 
amendments will need to be eipproved by tlie Alaska Department of Law. AU we are 
saying now is tliat we would lilie to have the option of making a request of the Secretary. 
It wouM be our Intent to discuss the matter with the State of Alaska as part of making any 
rcquesti We understaad tlmt tiie State mil U given an opportunity to comment on any 
such reqiuest beibre it is approved, and that tlie State may object, and if we are unable to 
negotiate an mm&ment to the Agreement it might play a role in the Secretary's 
determiination on our petition. But we believe we deserve the right not to be prohibited 
from evm filing the petition in Ihe first place. 
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! 5. We were one of several agsncies that submitted comments on the proposed 
regulaiiojis in 1999 urging ihs Department of tlie Interior to include Alaska in its trust 
land stoquisilioii pro(;ess. To the best of otir knowledge, the Department of the Interior 
has not done so. 



Joe Alexis 

President for the Tulusak Native Community 



SUBSCRIBED and SWORN TO before ms this /<-aay of April, 2008. 

Notary Publia for Alaska 

My Commission Expires /U//^ 



Notary Publia fea- Alaska 
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